
 

 
 

Surveillance 
level Number 

Percentage 
of total with 
cough and 
fever 

Percentage 
of prior 
surveillance 
level 

Participants who 
had a positive 
laboratory test 
result 12 0.9% 52.2% 
 
Participants who 
had a laboratory 
test for influenza 23 1.7% 5.0% 
 
 
 
Participants who 
sought medical 
advice 
(GP/ED/inpatient) 458 34.7% 34.7% 
 
 
 
Fever and cough 
reported by 
participants 1318 100.0% 100.0% 

Flutracking participants with cough and fever 

Visited GP/ED 

Throat swab 

+ve 
test 

Constructing a Burden of Illness Pyramid for Influenza based on Flutracking data, Sep/Oct 2011. 
 
A method for estimating the relationship between influenza-like illness at the community level with national influenza laboratory 
reports.  Figure and table below describe surveillance levels from cough and fever through to positive laboratory test for influenza 
(self-reported) among 1,318 Flutracking participants nationally, for the five weeks beginning week ending 18/9/11 to 16/10/11. 
 
This analysis will be repeated throughout the year to monitor changes in the proportion of ILI cases that progress through each step of the 
surveillance pyramid as influenza incidence increases. Note that all data is self-report. (see screenshot of questions over page). 

Figure and Table: Surveillance pyramid among 1,318 Flutracking participants nationally, for the five weeks 
beginning week ending 18/9/11 to 16/10/11. 



 

 

The questions about seeking health 
advice in the screenshot to the left are 
new for 2011. 
 
A priority for 2011/12 will be to validate 
the responses  to these questions – e.g. 
validating the proportion of participants 
who report a positive influenza test 
against confirmed laboratory results. 
 
We would appreciate any feedback or 
suggestions for analysis of these data. 
 
 
The Flutracking Team 
Flutracking@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au 


